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SUBJECT: TOWARD A NORTHERN POLITICAL PARTY 
REF: (A) KADUNA 673, (B) LAGOS 6975 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH MCAS AND POLITICAL JOURNALISTS 
THIS WEEK, WE PICKED UP A BIT MORE INPORMATION ON THE 
MEETING OP NORTHERN POLITICAL LEADEHLYNLD IN LAGOS ON 
SATURDAY, JUNE 3. ASIDE PROM THE COMMITTEES DISCUSSED 
IN REP A AND THE SHARIA PLANNING, IT WAS REPORTEDLY 
DECIDED TO MAKEGQNHHYBME EPPORT TO CONSOLIDATE NORTHERN 
POLITICAL POWER BEHIND A SINGLE POLITICAL PARTY. 

ACCORDINGLY, THE REPRESENTATIVES OP EACH OP THE TEN 
NORTHERN STATES WERE TO GO HOME, CANVASS OPINION WITHIN 
THE NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT, AND COME UP WITH A LIST OP 
POUR NAMES IN DESCENDING ORDER OP PREPERENCE POR THE 
NORTHERN CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT. AT THE SECOND MEETING 
SCHEDULED POR KADUNA ON JUNE 24 (REP A), THE LISTS 

WILL BE PUT TOGETHER AND AN EPPORT WILL BE MADE TO 
UNITE BEHIND THE CHOSEN LEADER. 

2. ON THE COMMITTEES WHICH WERE SET UP, RUPAI IBRAHIM 
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OP THE DAILY TIMES TOLD US THAT VETERAN MIDDLE BELT 
POLITICIAN JOSEPH TARKA, WHO STILL HAS PRESIDENTIAL 
AMBITIONS, HAS THROWN HIS LOT IN WITH THE NORTH AND 
WAS NAMED CHAIRMAN OP A COMMITTEE. THAT SHOULD 
COMPLETE THE DIVORCE BETWEEN TARKA AND THE YOUNG MIDDLE 
BELT LEADERS IN THE CA, SUCH AS PAUL UNONGO AND 
COMPANY. IT WOULD ALSO MEAN THAT CHIEF AWOLOWO, 
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WHOSE ACTION GROUP WAS OFTEN ALLIED WITH TARKA'S UNITED 
MIDDLE BELT CONGRESS, WILL HAVE DIFFICULT IMTE 
BREAKING INTO THE MIDDLE BELT STATES. 

WYMAN 
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